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LIFEBOAT ARRANGEMENT.

The lifeboat arrangement deviates from the 
usual arrangement. The boats are situated 
half way up the ship’s side. There are a 
number of advantages to this. The collective 
point of gravity of the boats taken together 
is low in relation to the metacentric height 
of the ship. The boats need to be lowered 
from a height of only 10 metres.

The twelve light metal lifeboats (9,15 x 
3,33 x 1,37 m)  each have a capacity of 99 
persons. They are placed in two rows of six. 
They are Fleming patent lifeboats. This 
means that they have a propeller which is 
powered by arm movements of the pas-
sengers. There is no need to row. Further-
more there is a 48 person motor lifeboat 
and a luxury motorboat for 36 persons. The 
point of assembly for passengers in case of 
emergency is the wide promenade deck.

Position of the lifeboats seen from the top and the side.

The boats are placed under quadrantal 
davits designed and manufactured by Co. 
Schat, Utrecht. Each boat rests on supports 
against the davits. The davits are placed 
on locks in guiding rails. Before the boat is 
lowered the locks are removed.

The lifeboats have been 
built by shipyard De 
Schelde.
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DECK

The total height of dmv Willem Ruys from 
the keel up to the command bridge deck is 
approx. 27.5 metres. Draught is 9 metres so 
the total freeboard is approx. 18.5 metres.

The command bridge deck has besides the 
wheelhouse and the chart-room the captain’s 
apartments, the cabins of the deck officers, the 
wireless operators cabins and their wireless 
hut.

Willem Ruys has four cranes, two with a 
lifting capacity of two tonnes at the back and 
two with a capacity of three tonnes on the 
foredeck just in front of the front bulkhead. 
The maximum flight is 9 metres, minimum 
flight 4.5 metres. The hoisting engine is 
equipped with a centrifugal break and a 
built in electromagnetic plate brake. The 17 
hp engines, machines and winches have been 
placed as low as possible on the swing crane 
platform. The tropicalized electric installa-
tion is from Smit Slikkerveer, manufactured 
by the Nederlandsche Staalindustrie in 
Rotterdam.

Two vertical anchor winches that also serve 
as capstan. Each windlass is powered by 
an eighty HP engine. The driving gear and 
electrical parts are situated under the deck.

Willem Ruys, then Achille Lauro in the 
Suez Canal. Bridge wing on starboard. 
(picture A. Zuidhoek)
 

The command bridge deck naturally offers an 
excellent view to the front, the foredeck and 
beyond.

Front bulkhead Willem Ruys, 1947. From 
top to bottom. Funnel deck, command bridge 
deck, upper promenade deck, promenade 
deck, bridge deck. Compare with cross section 
on pages 38-39. The bridge is not situated 
on the bridge deck ( in fact the seventh deck 
from the bottom). It has three luxury cabins, 
smoking and social hall second class and the 
lifeboats.

The starboard anchoring engine, windlass 
without the covers. Each anchoring machine 
can be powered by the engine of the other one 
by means of a clutch.
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INTERIOR

Willem Ruys is the last ship with an un-
mistakable ship like character. Also in the 
decoration of the interiors. Doors, stairs, 
wainscoting, partitioning, bulkheads eve-
rything was effected by the sheer length-
wise and the rounded decks. The architect 
could rarely go by a straight line. Willem 
Ruys escaped in 1947 just in time from the 
later ‘straight as she goes’ lay out in which 
the specific aspects of a sea going vessel 

were sacrificed to those of a land based 
building. The interiors of Willem Ruys had 
been designed and executed with a skill 
that did not look for the extravagant or 
pompous but in a stylish, restrained com-
bination of lines and colour. Interior archi-
tects involvesd were F.A. Eschhauzier, H.P. 
Mutter (sr and jr) and M.J. Luthman.

Movable air- conditioning.

Pool (design: M.J. Luthman ) on the 
promenade deck.

The wainscoting, embellishments and 
furniture had been designed and executed 
by the carpentry workshop of the yard. 
The partitioning of the smoking hall was 
filled with panels of Italian walnut, the 
monumental staircase was a masterpiece 
of furniture making art. Willem Ruys 
boasted rosewood  and bronze banisters, 
enriched with cut motives in gold lacquer. 
The library doors ornamented with copper 
braiding. The whole interior was outfitted 
with decorative windows, statues, tapestry  
and stained glass panels.

Social Hall first class. After a design of F.A. 
Eschauzier. The sirens on either side of the 
stairs were cut by T. Leeser.


